
CUPCCAA
CALIFORNIA UNIFORM PUBLIC 

CONSTRUCTION COST ACCOUNTING ACT

Public Contract Code – PCC

Division 2. General Provisions [1100-22355]

Part 2. Contracting by Local Agencies [20100 – 22178]

Chapter 2. Bidding on Public Contracts [22000 – 22045]



PURPOSE OF TODAY’S 
PRESENTATION

• To inform the Board of Education and the public.

• To provide an overview of contracting procedures related to public works
projects.

• Includes Measure I projects as well as projects funded from other sources.

• To give the Board of Education and public an opportunity to provide input and
feedback.
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WHAT IS CUPCCAA?

• Enacted in 1983 to help promote “uniformity of the cost accounting standards
and bidding procedures on construction work performed or contracted by
public entities in the state.”

• An alternative bidding procedure for when an agency performs public project
works by contract or purchase order

• Voluntary program available to all public entities in the State.

• Provides public agencies economic benefits and greater freedom to expedite
public works projects using qualified contractors.
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QUALIFYING CONTRACTORS

• Qualified contractors are licensed by the State to perform the subject work.

• Must have current and active license from Contractor’s State License Board

• Must be registered as a Public Works Contractor with the Department of Industrial
Relations (DIR)

• Qualifying contractors is a process that allows contractors to register with a
public agency for notification of public works opportunities.

• Contractors may register with CVUSD on the District’s Planning & Facilities web page.

3



PROJECT NOTIFICATION

• For all projects over $60,000, school districts are required to publicly advertise
once, 14 days in advance of bid opening.

• CVUSD advertises all projects on the District’s Planning & Facilities web page
and contractors on the District’s CUPCCAA list are solicited for proposals.

• Lowest qualified bidder receives the contract, BOE approves the award.
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CUPCCAA COST LIMITATIONS

• As of January 1, 2019:

• Updated policy 3311.1 on BOE agenda for January 22, 2019 (information) and February 5,
2019 (action)

• Public projects of $60,000 or less may be performed by negotiated contracts.

• Public projects of $200,000 or less may be contracted by informal bidding procedures.

• Public projects of more than $200,000 shall be contracted by formal bidding procedures.

• Executed CUPCCAA contracts are endorsed by the office of the Ventura County
Superintendent of Schools

• Job splitting is not permitted.  All “like work” must be advertised and bid as one
project according to the provisions of the Act.
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CVUSD BACKGROUND

• Board of Education (BOE) first elected to be governed by CUPCCAA October
2, 2007

• Limits of $30,000 for negotiated contracts; $125,000 for informal bidding projects

• BOE approved bid limit increase August 16, 2016

• Limits of $45,000 for negotiated contracts; $175,000 for informal bidding projects

• BOE approved bid limit increase December 4, 2018 (effective 01/01/19)

• Limits of $60,000 for negotiated contracts; $200,000 for informal bidding projects
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PLANNING & FACILITIES PAGE
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